
Bridport Renewal Corridor
Incorporating Bridport Community Railway



The seed of an idea

The emerging vision for the Bridport Renewal Corridor is for an 
innovative, sustainable, and high quality “renewal” area that is easily 

accessible by narrow gauge train, by cycle and on foot. 

One in which local communities, landowners and businesses can thrive 
sustainably, in a zero-carbon way that enhances biodiversity, wellbeing, 

and reduces our environmental footprint whilst honouring the 
outstanding natural beauty of the landscape.



Our Area of 
Focus
• A community railway and

multi-user corridor acting 
as a backbone across a 7 
mile radius.

• Creating a sphere of 
influence enabling a 
holistic response to zero 
carbon and connected 
communities



Sharing Ideas & Forming an Alliance

• Today is about sharing some inspiring ideas and starting a 
conversation and deep listening.

• An invitation to co-create together in order that we can work 
creatively and move towards a zero carbon future within the sphere 
of influence



Co-founding Ideas Converge
• Firstly, the idea of a Bridport Community Railway that takes its ques 

from the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland railways and the new 
hydrogen powered train units for the Zillertalbahn railway in Austria. 
A corridor of biodiversity with a multi-user trailway linking West Bay, 
Bridport, Bradpole, Loders, Powerstock, Toller and Maiden Newton.

• Secondly the award-winning ideas envisioned by the Velocity team on 
the sensitive regeneration and development of new movement 
networks and clustering of villages for the 21st century. Together with 
the ideas proposed by Smart Community Projects for local affordable 
housing.

• Thirdly the idea of embracing Community Alliances, Innovation 
Partnerships that deliver holistic local solutions to the social, 
economic, and environmental challenges we face today.



Nigel Ewens

Co-Founder

Bridport Community Railway











Biofuels















Sarah Featherstone

Co-Founder Velocity
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the modern day picturesque – re imagining the 21C vi l lage



Ve l o C i t y  i s  a  s t r a t e g i c  v i s i o n  t h a t  s o l ve s  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  

i s s u e s  f a c i n g  t h e  c o u n t r ys i d e  t o d a y,  d e l i ve r e d  b y  a  t e a m  o f  i n d u s t r y  

e x p e r t s

VeloCi ty  is :

p e o p l e  o ve r  c a r s  
c r e a t i n g  n e w  m o v e m e n t  n e t w o r k s

c o n n e c t e d  n o t  i s o l a t e d  
l i n k i n g  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  s h a r e d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b e n e f i t  e v e r y o n e

c o m p a c t  n o t  s p r a w l  
k e e p i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  o u r  v i l l a g e s

r e s i l i e n t  n o t  f r a g i l e
p r o m o t i n g  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h e a l t h  &  w e l l b e i n g

o p p o r t u n i t y  o ve r  d e c l i n e   

u n l o c k i n g  l a n d  f o r  n e w  p l a c e s  t o  l i v e  a n d  w o r k



why is  our  v is ion needed now?

housing cr is is  – where and what  type of  

housing should be bui l t  in  the countryside

A Housing Design Audit 

for England

Building Better 

Building Beautiful 

Commission Report



why is  our  v is ion needed now?

cl imate emergency

Oslo Triennale

DEGROWTH

I n  U K  5 8 % s p e c i e s  d e c l i n e d  i n  l a s t  7 0  y e a r s
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veloci ty team



Ve l o c i t y  s c a l a b i l i t y



Synthesis of VeloCity - Connectivity & Growth

 A spatial strategy

VeloCity strategy can be applied to Blenheim

We have researched and visited 

t h e  s p a t i a l  p r o p o s i t i o n



w h y  f o c u s  o n  v i l l a g e s ?

i n c r e a s i n g  congestion

a g e i n g p o p u l a t i o n

u n h e a l t h y l i v i n g  a n d  car dependency

p e o p l e  b e i n g  priced out

i n c r e a s i n g  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n



r e i m a g i n e d  v i l l a g e



People over  cars
s h i f t i n g  g e a r  – p u t t i n g  t h e  b i k e  f i r s t



C o n n e c t e d  n o t  i s o l a t e d
g r o w i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s

s h a r e d  r e s o u r c e s  &  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n



C o m p a c t  n o t  s p r a w l

I f  n o t h i n g  c h a n g e s …

…the sprawl continues... …but there is another 

way.

3600 new homes at 25 

units per hectare

3600 new homes at 100 

units per hectare



R e s i l i e n t  n o t  f r a g i l e
p r o m o t i n g  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t



Opportuni ty  over  dec l ine
g r o w i n g  a n d  e n g a g i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s

Councilor

Farmer Local

Builder

Pensioner



Ve l o C i t y  a p p l i e d  t o  B l e n h e i m



a strategy for  Blenheim Estate



vi l lage grain  & spat ia l  p lan - l ight footed





VeloCity appl ied to  the Br idport Corr idor



the modern day picturesque – re imagining the 21C vi l lage



Julian Mason

Engineering Intergration
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Engineering Integration Ltd

Engineering 
Integration

Ltd

Engineering

Management  
Project 

Management 
and 

Project 
Controls 

Office / 
Business 

Management 
and 

Administration

Engineering 
Consulting 

Training and 
Development

Consents 
Management

Topographical 
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WebSite:
www.EngineeringIntegration.net

David Davey FICE– Director
David@EngineeringIntegration.net

Julian Mason B Eng Hons – Director
Julian@EngineeringIntegration.net

Tim Thorne  MICE – Director
Tim@EngineeringIntegration.net

http://www.engineeringintegration.net/
mailto:David@EngineeringIntegration.net
mailto:Julian@EngineeringIntegration.net
mailto:Tim@EngineeringIntegration.net
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Very Light Rail

Key benefits of VLR
- Clean air Running from Battery Power or Hydrogen Fuel
- Reduced land-take through on-street running where appropriate
- Flexibility of service through digital coupling and intelligent 

signaling
- Reduced disruption to local residents and businesses during 

construction
- Bridging the Last Mile, penetrating towns to give fully multi-modal 

options
- Low access platforms meaning no footbridges ramps or lifts 

required
- Low impact construction including shallow construction depths 
- No overhead traction current electrification
- Accommodation of cycle routes and VLR
- Reduced infrastructure costs due to reduced axle loads
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Very Light Rail

The cost benefits of: -
- VLR systems can be constructed for as little as £10 to £12m per km in an urban 

environment and £5 to £7m per km in rural environment
- In comparison, heavy rail systems cost £20m to £35m per km
- Due to their affordability, private investors are becoming interested supporting 

VLR projects
- Rail infrastructure demonstrates a level of permanency over the provision of 

bus routes and services, therefore house buyers and  commercial investors are 
attracted by a sustainable, established public transport systems

Projects under development: -
- VLR Innovation Centre – Dudley West Midlands 
- Coventry VLR – Coventry City Centre
- Cirencester VLR – Linking Cirencester to Kemble main line railway station
- Bridport Community Railway ………… 

https://digitalissues.emap.com/NCE/0920/index.html

https://digitalissues.emap.com/NCE/0920/index.html
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Cirencester VLR

Similarities to Bridport Community Railway: -
- Town and rural setting – utilising both on-street running, crossing agricultural 

land and original railway alignment
- New significant bridge structures crossing highways and rivers
- Large embankments being utilised carry the new railway formation
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Engineering Integration Ltd

Engineering  Challenges: -
- River crossings at Broomhills

and North of Bridport
- On-street running Bridport
- Road crossing at Gore Cross
- Reinstatement of the original 

rail route
- Embankment and cutting 

stabilization along the route, 
particularly on the approach 
to Maiden Newton
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Engineering Integration Ltd

On-street running through 
Bridport
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Engineering Integration Ltd

Utilisation of the original track 
alignment and integrating a 
cycle route
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Engineering Integration Ltd

• The Coventry VLR vehicle – currently in manufacture – testing 
commences February 2021 

• VLR Innovation Centre Dudley (currently under construction)



Vince Adams

Co-Founder

Smart Community Projects















How to Get Involved

• Help us form this Collective Alliance NOW!
• Make connections with people of interest who could help
• Become a member of Bridport Community Railway
• Write a letter of support to Chris Loder MP (West Dorset)
• Write a letter of support to Simon Hoare MP (North Dorset) 
• Write a letter of support to Richard Drax MP (South Dorset)



“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world. 

Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.” 

– Margate Mead



www.bridportrenewal.org.uk

sayhello@bridportrenewal.org.uk

http://www.bridportrenewal.org.uk/
mailto:sayhello@bridportrenewal.org.uk

